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INTRODUCTION.

Ramakathd which now sees the light of print
for the first time as No. 11 of the Sri Balamano-
rama Series has been mentioned by the late
Mahamahopadhyaya T. Ganapati Sastri in his
introduction to Narayaniya, otherwise known ag
Balabhagavata published under his able editor-
ship in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series. There
he refers to Ramakatha as one of the nineteen
works written by the famous poet of Kerala,
Narayana Bhatta, the son of Matrdatta and a
native of Mepputtur Illom in the village of Peru-
manam on the northern banks of the river Nila
in North Malabar. Reference is also made to
a traditional story that the author of Naraya-
niya was relieved of acute rheumatism by the
“grace of Lord Krsna, the presiding Deity of the
‘Guruvayir temple for whose propitiation he sung
his memorable poem at the rate of ten verses
per day. He is said to have flourished in the
court of Devanarayana, king of Ambalapizha
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From the last word of the work sygudigaiery, it
is made out that the poem was composed in
1590 A.D., so that the author has to be assigned
to the latter half of the 16th century. The
inclusion of Ramakatha among the works of
this Narayana Bhatta by the late Dr. Ganapati
Sastri is quite inaccurate, for it is directly op-
posed to the internal evidence furnished by the
last verse of Ramakatha where the author
describes himself as Vasudeva, the son of
Narayana and Uma.

Next I propose to examine whether this
Vasudeva is the same as the author of Yu-
dhisthiravijaya. With regard to this latter
Vasudeva, definite information is available that
he was a contemporary of King Kulasekhara,
for he himself says so in the following prefatory
portion of his;Yudhisthiravijaya :—

qEq T AGIAAT: TS FOAQET IGIRT: |

AW ARAYAIIGTRT )

QU FATET 530 RrsqISTIAHIATAET |

HEFAWAE GZAAD JGITAH S W
But who is the king Kulasekhara referred to
here is a problem beset with considerable diffi-
culty, for the Kulasekhara controversy has agi-
tated the minds of the historians of Kerala in



the modern research-world, and has not yet set-
tled down. However, in examining the identity of
the authors of Ramakatha and Yudhisthiravi-
jaya, it presents little difficulty. In the history of
Kerala, the name Kulasekhara repeats itself a
number of times. At the time of Sri Vira Kera-
la Varman II who reigned over Venad or South
Travancore from 1164 to 1167 A. D., the daugh-
ter of his brother Sri Vira Udaya Martanda
Varman, Tribhuvana Devi by name, was married
to Sr1 Vallabha Pandya who reigned over Tin-
nevelly and North Travancore, and of this marri-
age was born Jatavarman Kulasekhara Perumal
who ascended the throne in 1190 A. D. The se-
cond Kulagekhara Perumal that we meet with

is the famous Ravivarma Kulasekhara Peru-
mal, born of Umadevi, the queen of Venad and Ja-

yasimhhadeva, the king of Kerala in 1266-7 A. D.
and he is epigraphically proved to have ruled
over Kerala in 1299 A. D. with Quilon as his
capital, subjugated the Pandyan and Chola
kings, made large conquests, and to have been
crowned on the banks of the Vegavati at Con-
jeevaram in 1313 A. D. Two other Kulasekharas
are Sri Vira Ravi Varma Kulasekhara Perumal
(1594 to 1604 A. D. ) and Bala Rama Varman II
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Swati Tirunal ( 1829 to 1847 A. D.) Since the
author of Ramakatha, as will be subsequently
shown, lived in the latter half of the 17th cen-
tury when none of the Kulagekharas lived, we
may conclude that he isnot identical with the
author of Yudhisthiravijaya.

Nor can he be identified with Vasudeva, the
author of the main work to which Dhatukavya
is a supplement. Dhatukavya is a poem written
by Narayanabhatta illustrating grammatical pe-
culiarities in verbal forms in the order of the
Dhatupatha, probably on the model of Bhatti-
kavya. The work is the sequel to a poem by Vasu-
deva which illustrates Panini’s sutras as may be
seen from the following verse in Dhatukavya—

IEd TIETEIEE TeargRAs agRAIsTC |
AT THRARAM, I, FANT (g Argara, i
That the author of Dhatukavya is no other than

the famous Narayana of Balabhagavata can be
determined from the colophon at the end of

its first sarga which reads gfy sitariamzagagEE-
Ry wig#sy waw: @, and also from the employ-
ment by Ramapanipada, a commentator on Dha-
tukavya, of the word Uparinava meaning Mep-
puttur, the village of Narayana, in the conclud-
ing stanza of his commentary on the first sarga



which runs thus :—

AR BTRATAA T TR T -

FORTFATHRSHSE JEIFHET A |
The verse 33gd etc, referred to above in Dhatu-
kavya has been commented upon by the com-
mentator thus :— qig @3 IrGEAXT AGRATA
M quAEAIO  swenATaEl gAei qued
ggIa: IFNEAH STEURIABEAHAL. If therefore
the author of Dhatukavya is identical with the
author of Narayaniya, it follows that the
author of the principal work to which Dhatu-
kavya is a supplement must have lived prior
to the second half of the 16th century, and
cannot be the author of Ramakatha which
is a much later production. Perhaps he may be
identified with the author of Yudhisthiravijaya,

There are two more works ascribed to
Vasudeva in Kerala, viz.,, Tripuradahana and
Saurikatha. The former isasmall poem in three
Agvasas narrating the burning of the demon
Tripura by Lord Sivain the Ardhayamaka style,
and thelatter is a poem similar in style narrating
the story of Krsna in five A$vasas. But this
Vasudeva cannot be the author of Ramakatha.
for Nilakantha, the commentator of Tripurada-
hana, while explaining the word Ravibhuvah
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occurring in the text says :— IRawET ®¥: far IF
aigzaq. Since the father of the author of Rama-
katha is Narayana, it is quite certain that the
two Vasudevas are different. Perhaps the
author of these two poems also is to be iden-
tified with the author of Yudhisthiravijaya.

With regard to Vasudeva, the author of
Ramakatha, the prefatory and the concluding
stanzas of this work throw a flood of light
which enables us to fix hisdate with remarkable
certainty. The two words Adityavarman and
Naralokavira occurring in the second verse at
the beginning of Ramakatha give an important
clue in the matter. The history of Travancore
speaks of one Adityavarma Tiruvadi who in
1333 A.D.transformed Krishnankoil into Aditya-
varmachaturvedimangalam. Another Aditya-
varman is spoken of as the ruler of Travancore
from 1471 to 1478 A. D.,followed by a Ravivar-
man who reigned from 1478 to 1504 A. D. In
the period from 1553 to 1567, we meet with
another Adityavarman. The last Adityavarman
that we hear of ruled from 1661 to 1667 A. D. The
title of Bhiitalavira was first assumed among
the kings .of Travancore by Sri Vira Udaya
Martanda Varman after his conquest of the Tin-
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nevelly district between 1494 and 1535 A.D. The
word ‘Naralokavira’ in the second verse of
Ramakatha may well be presumed to denote the
title of Bhitalavira. Consequently, the first two
of the four Adityavarmans have to be dismissed
from our consideration. It therefore ramains for
us to choose between the two later Adityavar-
mans, for which it is indispensable to refer to
the two other works of this author, viz.,, Sam-
ksepabharata and Samkseparamayana. The first
of these two works contains a reference to King
Ravi Varman in the following verses:—

SGAFE AT, M Al AR GAGE, |

S AHFY T EAFA QAT 0

Rt ¥t @ NN § gungssasd |

ey &@Har X1 eALar 4 FX19 U

TEITAT GATG: QA ANE A |

39: Gy gay gHgfag IRE: |
The concluding stanza of the same runs thus :—

ARAZHAST OS] FERHAT |

e st arggEen AR |
In this connection it will be useful to refer to
the following stanza of Vasudeva's Samksepa
Ramayana.

Twer A od G aga) AW |

iR gEaT JE: NHReg A™a: I
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“The similarity of idea and expression in IXg: W3-
agRa= &g in Ramakatha, sdigfag i iv Samh-
ksepabharata and awditsgearetc. in Samksepara-
mayana suggests the community of author-
ship in all the three works. But while Rama-
katha professes to be written at the bidding of
king Adityavarman, Samksepabharata professes
to be written at the bidding of king Ravivar-
man, so that Vasudeva must have been a con-
temporary of both. To fit in with these data, the
Adityavarman referred to in Ramakatha must
be taken to be the last Adityavarman (1661—
1677 A. D.) who was succeeded by Umayamma
Ranee (1678 to 1683) who in her turn was suc-
ceeded by Ravivarman (1684 to 1718. A. D.) We
may therefore safely conclude that the author
of Ramakatha flourished in the latter half of
the Seventeenth century.

Coming to the meritsof the work, we have
to bear in mind that it is one of the very few
prose works available in Sanskrit Literature. In
point of merit, the author deserves to rank next
to Dandin and Bana among prose-writers. He
combines the simplicity of Dandin and the rich-
ness of descriptive detail characteristic of Bana.
‘Refreshingly free from the ornatennss of Kadam-
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bari and the ruggedness of Harsacarita, Rama~-
katha is quite easy-reading, written ina per-
fectly lucid and flowing style. As an abridge-'
ment, the merit of the work is incalculable.
While the genius of the author finds the least
difficulty in summarizing the elaborate theme
of Valmiki Ramayana within an exceedingly
short compass, there is no lack of descriptions
or rhetoric in the work. By virtue of its brevity
and simplicity, this work is bound to com-
mand the widest popularity among the students
of Sanskrit Literature.

In preparing this edition, I had recourse to
the manuscripts of the work in the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Egmore, Madras,
and the Government Manuscripts Library at
Trivandrum. My thanks are particularly due to
Brahmasri K. Sambasiva Sastri, Curator, Go-
vernment Manuscripts Library, Trivandrum for
his invaluable help to me in revising the press
copy of this book.

C. SANKARARAMA SASTRI,
Mylapore, Madras. General Editor,
10th May, 1929. Sri Balamanorama Series
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